Women of Great Faith
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]A woman of great faith knows who she is and whose she is. Today we are talking about women of great faith.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]Introduction
Today, in much of the world, we celebrate Mother’s Day. This is a time when we reflect on the moms in our lives, either birth moms, spiritual moms, or people who have played that role in our lives. Those of us who have been privileged to experience a spiritual mom or mentor can often say that those women had great faith. 
Today, we want to talk about what a woman of great faith looks like, what she does, and what she believes. Most of us have come across someone whose faith we admired because it was unwavering. I think of my own mom. She has had her ups and downs, she has climbed mountains and been in some very deep valleys, but through it all, she has always clung to Jesus. No matter what the world has thrown at her, she never lost hope but always fled to the safety of Jesus’ embrace.
So today, as we talk about these women of great faith, let’s thank the Lord for those women who have had a godly influence in our lives and how we, as Christians, male or female can strive to be people of great faith.
She Knows Who She Is
Confidence. A person who walks in a room with their head held high and engages in a task or a conversation with a person without hesitation and knows their own weaknesses but focuses on their strengths. They know who they are and what they are capable of as a person who displays confidence. A woman of great faith displays characteristics that are noticeable to others. Maybe there is someone in your life who you would say, wow, that person really knows who they are. 
[bookmark: _Hlk102798819]A woman with great faith knows that she is loved and forgiven. She knows that she is redeemed, justified, and set free. She believes what God says about her in Psalms 103:11-12.
Psalms 103:11-12
(11)  For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him;  (12)  as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.
She has nothing to fear for she is forgiven. She knows that God does not hold her past sins against her, she is set free because of the love God has for her. As a child of God, she knows she is an heir of God and co-heir of Jesus just as the apostle Paul explains in Romans 8:17.
Romans 8:17
(17)  Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
Knowing who you are in Christ, is the acknowledgment that you are worthy and valued. It also means that you know you are human. As people in this sinful world, we face temptation and see the evil that surrounds us, but if we are secure in Christ, then we know we have nothing to fear. 
She Knows Whose She Is
A woman of great faith also knows whose she is. She recognizes that life is about more than just herself, she is part of a bigger picture, a master plan. She understands that as an heir, she is a child of God because of her relationship with her Savior, Jesus Christ as explained by the apostle John in John 1:12.
John 1:12
(12)  Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—
As a child of God, a woman of great faith understand that she belongs to God and has siblings in Christ. As Christians, we have a unique bond with other believers. Have you ever met someone and without them saying anything, you knew right away they were a Christian just by how they carried themselves and the peace and joy they emanated? That is the beauty of having brothers and sisters in Christ, we are part of a bigger picture. 1 Corinthians 12 talks about how we are the body of Christ made up of many parts, each of us having our own purpose to serve the body just like an arm or leg or an eye has in the human body. 
Knowing who you belong to identifies what family is yours. As Christians, we are the family of God working together to fulfill what God has called us to do.
She Loves Deeply
A woman of great faith has the confidence in who she is and to whom she belongs, thus, making it easy to love deeply. She has the capacity to love deeply because she has accepted the love of God and the sacrifice Jesus made for her on the cross. She loves her family, her friends, her neighbors, and her church deeply. She is quick to forgive as Christ forgave her and she keeps no record of wrong. 
She understands that God is the author of love and strives to illustrate 1 Corinthians 13:1-8 in her own life.
1 Corinthians 13:1-8a
(1)  If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal.  (2)  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  (3)  If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.  (4)  Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  (5)  It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  (6)  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  (7)  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.  (8)  Love never fails.
Women of great faith understand their impact on loving others and know that when they show deep love to others, they are displaying God’s love.
She Prays Continuously
Loving others deeply brings a woman of great faith to her knees. She does not hesitate to petition the throne room of God. She understands that God holds the power to set people free, heal, break bondages, restore relationships, and do the impossible. She makes prayer a constant in her life by praying for others as described in Ephesians 6:18.
Ephesians 6:18
(18)  And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord's people.
In praying for herself, her family, her enemies, and the world, she has hope that God is in control and has a purpose. As Christians, we have the opportunity to commune with the Creator of the world and the Author of Life. When we do, we take the attention off of ourselves and place our needs and desires at God’s feet. 
When we petition God through the Holy Spirit, we have the privilege of watching him change hearts and lives. We get to witness his power in the lives of other people. Our hearts are changed and our faith is increased because we see God at work in our own lives and the lives of others.
A woman of great faith does not give up on praying even though she does not see tangible results. Jesus talked about this in Luke 18:1.
Luke 18:1
(1)  Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.
You may not see the answer to your prayer in your lifetime, but do not give up friend. If you are praying for the salvation of a loved one, friend, neighbor, or co-worker, do not be discouraged and do not give up. Continue to pray because your prayers will outlive you.
She Trusts God Completely
Being a woman of prayer also shows trust in her Creator. A woman of great faith trusts God completely. She trusts that what he promised to do, he will do. She trusts that what he said about her is true. She does not doubt God’s power or sovereignty. She knows that God will come through even though it may not be how she wants or when she wants.
She knows to not rely on her own knowledge or wisdom as described in Proverbs 3:5-6.
Proverbs 3:5-6
(5)  Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;  (6)  in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.
A woman of great faith knows that when a person puts their trust in God and prays for his wisdom and understanding they will know what decisions to make and what path to take. As Christians, we have access to all the wisdom in the world through a relationship with God through Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit gives us discernment, knowledge, and wisdom to face challenges, combat the enemy, and discern God’s will for our lives. 
When we trust God with our lives and lean on him for guidance, we will make the right decision every time. A woman of great faith trusts that God’s plans and purposes are for her good. She knows that by trusting him, she has hope for the future and the present.
Conclusion
A woman of great faith knows who she is and whose she is. She loves deeply, prays continuously, and trusts God completely. These are traits that all of us desire to possess. As we strive to do these things, remember that when you slip up by saying a harsh thing, or doubt God’s word, he is always there to help you, forgive you, and get you going again. 
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