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Celebrating Resurrection Sunday
The resurrection of Jesus was not a last-minute rescue plan. It was the fulfillment of God’s perfect timing. Easter reminds us that God is never late, never confused, and never defeated. In this teaching, we will see how the resurrection gives us resurrection hope, teaches us to trust God’s timing, and calls us to live as witnesses of Jesus.
Introduction
He is risen. He is risen indeed.
Happy Easter.
Today we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ, the most important event in human history. Easter is not only a celebration of life after death. It is the declaration that God keeps His word, fulfills His promises, and carries out His plan in perfect timing.
There are moments in life when we wonder if God is late. We pray, we wait, we hope, and sometimes we struggle to see what He is doing. But Easter reminds us that even when everything looked lost, God was still working. Jesus did not rise early. Jesus did not rise late. He rose exactly when God the Father had planned.
That means the resurrection is not only good news about Jesus. It is good news for us. If God was faithful then, He is faithful now. If God fulfilled His promise in the resurrection, we can trust Him with every promise He has spoken over our lives.
Let us begin in Luke 24:46–49.
Luke 24:46-49
(46)  He told them, "This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,  (47)  and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  (48)  You are witnesses of these things.  (49)  I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."
This passage helps us see three truths about Easter and God’s perfect timing.
The Resurrection Happened in God’s Perfect Timing
Jesus told His disciples that His suffering, death, and resurrection were written beforehand. Easter did not happen by accident. The cross was not a failure. The empty tomb was not an emergency response. This was God’s plan all along.
God had spoken through the prophets. God had prepared the way. And on the third day, Jesus rose from the grave exactly as promised.
That matters because it shows us the character of God. God is not guessing. God is not reacting. God is not trying to catch up with events on earth. He is the Lord of history. He sees the beginning and the end, and His timing is always exact.
Many of us struggle with timing. We want answers quickly. We want healing quickly. We want open doors quickly. We want God to move according to our schedule. But Easter teaches us that God’s timing is better than ours because His timing is tied to His wisdom.
When Jesus was placed in the tomb, it looked like the end. Hope seemed buried. But what looked like defeat on Friday became victory on Sunday.
Perhaps you are in a Friday season right now. Something in your life feels buried. A prayer seems unanswered. A promise feels delayed. Easter reminds you that God is still at work even when the stone has not moved yet.
The resurrection tells us to trust the Lord in the waiting. God knows what He is doing. His timing is perfect.
The Resurrection Brought Hope for All People at the Right Time
Jesus said that repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
This is one of the beautiful truths of Easter. Jesus did not rise only to prove His power. He rose so that salvation could be proclaimed to the world. His resurrection opened the way for people everywhere to receive forgiveness, new life, and eternal hope.
God sent Jesus at the right time in history. The world had been prepared. The message of salvation would begin in Jerusalem and spread outward to the nations. God was not only working in a moment. He was unfolding a mission.
That mission continues today.
Because Jesus is alive, the message is still alive. Because the tomb is empty, the gospel still changes lives. Because Christ is risen, no person is beyond redemption, no nation is beyond reach, and no sinner is beyond grace.
This is why Easter matters so deeply. The resurrection is not only a doctrine to believe. It is hope to receive. Jesus died for our sins and rose again so that we could be forgiven, restored, and brought into the family of God.
If you have never placed your faith in Jesus, Easter is an invitation to you. Turn to Him. Trust Him. Receive His forgiveness and His new life.
And for those of us who already follow Jesus, Easter reminds us that we carry a message the world desperately needs. People all around us are living without hope, without peace, and without certainty. We have the good news that Jesus is alive.
God’s Perfect Timing Calls Us to Faithful Obedience
Jesus did not only tell His disciples what had happened. He also told them what to do next. He said, “You are witnesses of these things.” Then He told them to stay in the city until they were clothed with power from on high.
This is so important.
Even after the resurrection, the disciples still had to wait on God. They had seen the risen Christ. They had received the message. They had been given their mission. But they were not to run ahead in their own strength.
They had to wait for the Holy Spirit.
Acts 1:7–8 says:
Acts 1:7-8
(7)  He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority.  (8)  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Faithful obedience means trusting both God’s plan and God’s pace.
Many believers are willing to obey God’s plan, but they struggle with God’s pace. We want to move quickly. We want instant clarity. We want immediate results. But the resurrection teaches us that God not only knows what He is doing, He knows when to do it.
We are not called to force outcomes. We are called to walk with Jesus, listen to His voice, and obey Him in step with the Holy Spirit.
Some people are waiting on direction. Some are waiting on healing. Some are waiting on restoration. Some are waiting on an open door for ministry. Easter encourages us not to lose heart in the waiting.
Because Jesus rose from the dead, we know this: waiting with God is never wasted time.
When God says move, move. When God says speak, speak. When God says wait, wait. His timing is perfect.
Conclusion
Easter declares that God’s perfect timing can be trusted.
Jesus suffered at the appointed time.
Jesus died at the appointed time.
Jesus rose at the appointed time.
And because of that, we can trust God with our lives, our future, and our calling.
The empty tomb is a reminder that God keeps His promises. It is a reminder that darkness does not win. It is a reminder that what looks finished to us is not finished to God.
So today, trust Him.
Trust Him with the prayer you are still praying.
Trust Him with the burden you are still carrying.
Trust Him with the calling you are still growing into.
Trust Him with the timing you do not yet understand.
Jesus is alive. Hope is alive. And God’s timing is still perfect.
This Week
Take time this week to thank God for one area where He proved faithful in the past, and surrender one area where you still need to trust His timing now.
If this teaching encouraged you, share it with someone this Easter week.


Leader Notes
Main idea
Easter shows us that the resurrection of Jesus happened in God’s perfect timing, giving us hope, forgiveness, and confidence to trust Him in every season.
Teaching objective
Help people see that the resurrection was the fulfillment of God’s plan, encourage them to trust God in seasons of waiting, and call them to live as faithful witnesses of Jesus.
Key Scriptures
· Luke 24:46–49 
· Acts 1:7–8 
Discussion questions
1. What stands out to you most about Jesus saying His suffering and resurrection were already written? 
2. Why is it important that the resurrection happened in God’s timing and not merely in human expectation? 
3. How does Easter give hope to someone who feels stuck in a season of waiting? 
4. What is one area of your life where you are tempted to rush ahead of God? 
5. What does it mean to be a witness of Jesus in your everyday life? 
6. How can we tell the difference between faithful action and getting ahead of God? 
7. What is one way you can trust God’s timing more deeply this week?
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